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Whilst I thus provided some diversion for my many
native friends, 1 was myself also fairly well supplied with
interests, and was thoroughly happy in camp. When 1
first went out into the districts, it was supposed that 1 had
so long been accustomed to be surrounded by a very varied
society that, the novelty once worn off, 1 should         the

solitude of camp life intolerable.    But so was it         to be*
1 quite enjoyed an occasional         into the station, to
ray headquarters office         to take a few days" change
comparative civilisation*    But, for the rest, ! was absolutely
happy in rny tents, amidst my work, tigers, and other resources*
I again took to reading, and even commenced the study of some
Indian subject?, and, thanks to Tod's * Kaja^than," * Ariana
Antiqua,* 4 Prinsep,' and other standard books recommended
to me by Sir Baltic Frere, ! imbibed a taste for, and acquired

knowledge of, Indian antiquities, which have remained
as   my   valued   companions   ever   sincx-,     I  sketched

too, whenever it was fairly cool,         had even with
me a 'cello during the cold weather, which, however!
not be expected to face the hot weather or rains*    My
was the occasional appearance in my camp of

* matured  bore, who would  ride over  from            tea

miles off to keep me company and *' to cheer use up," as
he would term it. ** Don't you find it very dull where you
are, out by yourselves in the district?1*' I once heard a
lady9 who was devoted to the local club and gossip (for in
India the local dab has its special ladle; quarter), say to
another, the wife of a planter, who          a

pretty grounds some ten miles out.    " 1 find it quiet,*'
the reply, " but never dull."    For dulness. In truth, is an
Inherent personal quality.     If you have no
fulness and resource, the more's the pity,
it dull la most places*    But with a                     of

up for Future use as required,         a                        of

able to interest yourself la the                              smr-

found ycm, it           never be                  to be dull,

in            or                    At least,                my